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Preserving Novato’s History

Editor’s note—Anita Baccaglio Johnson lived her first thirty years in Novato in the early part of the 20* century. She recently wrote her
memoirs entitled “My Forebears and Our Family”, and at the July 1999 Baccaglio Family reunion in Novato, Anita and her daughter Carolee
Lambert presented a copy of these fascinating memories to the Novato History Museum. In the Sept. and Dec. 1999 issues of the Novato
Historian we published two-thirds of the material and this issue contains the final chapters dealing with friends and neighbors, seasonal
traditions on the farm and anticipated community events. Memoirs and family histories like Anita’s are extremely valuable for understanding
Novato’s past and the Museum would welcome other such contributions to the collection.

My Forebears and Our Family

by Anita Baccaglio Johnson

Our Friends and Neighbors

- We had no lack of friends.The big
boys of the town always gathered at
our cow pasture to play ball and there

were always a lot of onlookers. This
went on for quite a while until one of
papa’s good cows died. This was

unusual so
he held a
post-mortem
“We didn’t have and found a
time to wonder stick pin in
“who we were her stomach.
and why, we After that
. baseball
just wanted to gt
be something ot pashire
worthwhile and was banned.
self supporting Then they
when we grew gathered in
older and our big
wiser.” backyard,
— Anita often playing
Baccaglio Johnson Run Sheep
Run ete.
When we

were young, the Bugeias lived next
door. Their father was sort of a
country gentleman—elderly, short,
always wore a high-topped tan hat
and tan suit with tails when he went

to town. Mrs. Bugeia was a college
graduate. She wrote books, painted
and above all, made doll clothes for
our dolls. She loved to call us over
and present us with these presents,
though I think Edna and I made pests
of ourselves, always over there.
Especially Edna, she never knew
when to come home. They had two
marble fireplaces in their house and a
piano. The boys, Louie and Johnny,
were in their 40's and never worked,
always raising horses in anticipation
of winning some big race at the big
race tracks. They never made it,
though they tried until they died.
There were three girls about the same
age. Linda, the oldest, worked in a
doctor’s office in San Francisco, and
Mary and Theda stayed at home.
Mary was the cook and Theda finally
had to go to work to make both ends
meet for all the family. She delivered
mail. None of the children ever mar-
ried. They moved away, then the Val
(lark’s moved in. They had two girls
about our age and one boy about Jid's
age. We enjoyed the girls a lot, play-
ed house together, hiked, etc., etc.

There were also the Trabuchi, who
lived close to our other 20 acres. We
visited with them a lot and took turns

sleeping at one another’s houses. We
later planted 10 of our 20 acres into
Zinfandel grapes, which brought more
in the market than oat hay. The other
10 acres of oat hay were needed for
our cows.

EVENTS — Church

We lived right across from the
Catholic Church and of course never
missed a Sunday. Very convenient.
First bell tolled 15 minutes before
Mass time. We would get ready and
dash over to church by the time the
last bell rang.

The annual Portuguese Holy Ghost
(Festival) was also quite an event in
our lives. The Portuguese children
had to march a mile from town fol-
lowing the Holy Ghost queen and a
man carrying her big silver crown.
Since we were not Portuguese, we
could never be a queen but we were
often talked into marching with a
promise of some good Portuguese
food after we returned to their hall,
which didn’t always work out. But
the Native sons band played all the
way and that buoyed us and our tired
feet on. Later when we grew older,

continued on pg F2, see Forebears
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we enjoyed joining the Portuguese in
their native dance, the Chamarita. If
you didn’t quite understand the
Portuguese instructions, the ... Por-
tuguese would push you into place.

Fourth of July

On the 4 of July the town officials
gathered in town, gave speeches, and
Mrs. Lewis invariably played the
violin. We had to stand in the hot sun
and listen. Think that’s one reason I
never did care too much for violins.
Later on when we had a car, the boys
drove us to Fairfax for the big 4* of
July festivities.

Picnics

At the end of the grammar school
year, we all went on a picnic in the
hills, to a little valley below the Nunes
ranch. We had races, games, etc., lots
of sandwiches and my mother was
always asked to make a big pan of her
doughnuts which we were proud to
bring.

Plays

We also had school plays in which
we had to learn lines. Iremember I
was in one called “Aunt Dinah'’s
Quilting Party” in which the song
was also sung. My brother Joe made
a big hitin one called “Bobby
Bruster’s Rooster” in which he sang
about his big rooster (which was on
stage in a cage) which he did not
want killed for a meal.

Dances

When we were in about the 7% or 8
grade, about 1919-20, Mrs. Leaven-
worth, Mr. R.H. Trumbull’s sister-in-
law, a widow living with them at the
time, decided to have a ballroom
dancing class for the young people of

Novato, as well as to teach her young
nephew, Robert Trumbull, to dance.
We met on Saturday afternoons in the
back room of Hamilton Store, which
made a nice dance floor. Music was
furnished by a player piano which
some of the town mothers pumped.
This was one of the highlights of my
young life. Believe there were about
20 in our class, including Edna and L.
Some were of my age and others of
Edna’s age. We paid $1.00 per person
per week. There was a group for the
older boys and girls too, about Joe's
age, and they held a dancing party
now and then at the beautiful
Trumbull home in Novato.

To begin our dancing class, the boys
would go up to a girl and ask her to
be their partner for the afternoon.
Then from among these partners a
host and a hostess were chosen. We
danced away with Mrs. Leavenworth
watching us and occasionally dancing
with either boy or girl to show them
the proper way to dance. I remember
her saying “Think of yourself as a
deer, step lightly.” Of course our
partners were urged to ask other girls
to dance with them also. But when it
was time for the class to dismiss, the
children host and hostess for the day
went to the end of the room and each
partner went up to them and said
“We had a lovely afternoon, thank
you very much.” At this impressive
age, this is something you would
never forget to do. I haven't.

The oldest girls in this class had a
fashion show. Mrs. Leavenworth told
them what materials and colors each
mother had to buy since each girl was
to represent a flower, as well as high
heels. Such merchandise was not
available in Novato so had to go to
Petaluma. I was to represent a pink
amaryllis. Had to get some pink
crepe d'chine and believe the skirt
had an overlay of pink see-through
material. Got grey high heels and
grey silk stockings. I thought, Mama
mia, how would I walk in them? The
whole outfit was costly, but mama

did not complain, and the fashion
show was a huge success. Later Mrs.
William Caen said to me “I didn't
think you were pretty until I saw you
in that pink dress in the fashion
show.” A back-handed compliment if
there ever was one! Never thought of
myself as pretty.

Those were big days in little lives.
As we grew up, we began attending
the public dances at Loustaunau Hall
and the Community House. They
were great. Always had my brothers
take me and come and get me, and
never went out when asked during
the dance to take a drink of booze
(during prohibition.) Ugh, that was
the furthest from my mind. They
could have it. I enjoyed dancing.

Cars

When our boys got old enough to
drive, we bought a Model T black
touring car, with isinglass windows
which could be put on or left off.
Later we graduated to a Star car. My
brothers couldn’t be bothered teach-
ing us girls to drive, so I had to rely
on Quincy Benning, who taught me
to drive his car.

New House

With our family growing up, our
folks began thinking of a new house
and since everyone was getting
electricity in their homes, it seemed
foolish to put all the new things in our
old home.

My brother Joe was working in
Petaluma. Said he knew of an archi-
tect who could draw some plans for
us. Well the plans came and the
house was a beautiful stucco house
with outside French doors, etc., that
would have cost us about $15,000 to
build. That was too rich for our blood
and the family said no, even though
we had to pay $200 to have the plans
drawn. We were then put in touch
with Joe Faggiano from San Rafael, a

continued on pg F3, see Forebears
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relative of the Faggianos that lost their
place in the olden days and old Uncle
Antone and papa bid on and got. Our
new home was built for about $7,000
and while we had to borrow a little to
finish it, it was soon paid off with the
help of the boys working and farm
income.

had recitals. I was scared stiff to play
in front of all those parents. But I
guess misery liked company and I
really liked to play duets with Edna,
so we usually played one at every
recital, as well as a piece or two alone.
Guess I took lessons for a couple of
years, then when I went to high
school, told my mother it was too
much with my studies. My father
enjoyed our pieces, especially “Edel-
weiss”, the one I played, because it
reminded him of

Baccaglio Home Ranch showing house, barn and family. Date unknown.

Photo courtesy of Carolee Lambert.
Piano

Before we started to build our new
home, a couple moved into Connell’s
old house named Mr. And Mrs.
William Borjorques. She was a good
piano teacher and a strict New En-
glander and called herself Gertrude
Biddle Borjorques. He was an easy
going Spanish, a nice man. Well, we
begged mama to let us take piano
lessons. We didn’t have a piano yet
and were in the process of building
our new home. Mrs. Borjorques told
mama we could practice on hers until
we got one. Oh boy, that was great!
While she was doing her housework
upstairs, she would hear a sour note
and yell down to me or Edna “What
was that, play that again”. Well it
wasn’t long before [ decided I had
made a mistake in asking to take
music lessons, especially when we

the Alps. He would
ask me to play it
for him before he
left for bed. Edna
was a better musi-
cian than L.

Wine Making
Time

The grape
harvest was
watched closely as
to the sugar con-
tent of the grapes,
since this is impor-
tant in wine mak-
ing. We picked and sold all we could
to augment our yearly income, but
were sure to keep put enough for use
in our own wine making. Somehow
we always had enough customers to
buy the surplus, and it was always a
question what price the grapes would
bring each year.

It was fun to watch wine making
operations. First papa and the boys
would empty the grape boxes into a
big tank, put on rubber boots, then get
in and squash the grapes. I guess this
was done a little at a time. After a
time the juice was drawn off and put
into another big tank. The remaining
stems and grapes were run through a
press to glean off all the juice possible.
The juice was watched as to the
proper fermentation, then put in
barrels to age and use at the proper
time. When it was in its early ferment-

ing stage, it is very sweet and that’s
when the kids liked to taste it, which
papa let us do, always with the ad-
monition that if you drink too much it
could make you very sick. One
drawback to this happy time of
picking grapes, which we all helped
with, was an occasional bee sting.
Another was that it was the girls’ job
to pick up every grape that fell to the
ground when picking. Nothing was
to be wasted.

Haying Time

Another fun time was hay harvest.
That is when the hay bailers would
come. It was amazing to see the hay
fed in loose, then come out in bales.
When that job was done and the bales
all piled up neatly, it was a great place
for us to climb up and have fun,
although occasionally one leg would
slip down in the cracks between the
bales.

Hedge Hopping

Across the road from our place, all
along the front of the Connell place,
there was a thick wide hedge of
cypress trees about five to eight feet
high. We would climb up in the
hedge and try to walk along the entire
length without falling through to the
bottom of the hedge. When we
finished, we were one sticky mess
from the pitch off the cypress hedge,
but that was beside the point. Some-
times there would be a tramp sleep-
ing under the hedge. We knew their
sleeping spots and avoided them.
Finally, this hedge was all taken out,
when the highway was widened, I
guess, so that was the end of our fun
there.

Car Watching

While we were young, cars had not
been in existence too long and on
Sunday afternoons everyone who
owned a car was out cruising in it.
The road that passed in front of our

continued on pg F4, see Forebears

e e e e e ey e G DS e e o



F4 The Novato Historian

March 2000

Forebears

continued from page F3

house was the main road from San
Francisco to Northern California and
was one of the first roads paved. We
used to sit for hours on the roadside
and watch the cars go by. Of course we
could all tell what the models were at
the time. We often played games
saying this one is mine and the next
one is yours. Sometimes someone in
the group would throw something at
the cars, like a grape or a little rock,
and of course the cars would slow
down and even stop and did we scam-
per! Once one drove in our yard to ob-
ject, but no one knew who did it because
it wasn’t only our family who were
there. So the motorist went off in a huff.

Photographers

There was always

Peddlers

They always seemed to me to be the
most patient people. They would come
with their valise, the kind that a top
would fit over the bottom part. He
would open it up, put down the top
and take out each item of clothing, etc.,
and transfer it to the top, holding up
each article to try and tempt my
mother. Of course I thought she
should buy a lot of those nice things.
But I don't remember her buying
anything. I guess they finally decided
she was not a very easy customer so
stopped coming.

Gypsies

About once a year, a band of gypsies
would come by. We children were
“scared stiff” of them. Stories were
spread around by kids, I guess, that
they would steal children and take
them away with them. They were

reported also

a roving photogra- to burn down
pher who would people’s
pop in and ask if houses. Of
we didn't want a course none
family portrait of those
taken. They were things ever
always in a hurry proved true.
and it wasn't too The women
easy to gather up with their
the whole family, long, bright,
dress them up and full dresses
stand and smile and many
while pictures were rings and
taken. I remember I trinkets
was pretty well would come
perturbed to have to the door
to stop my play one and ask if
day to have this they could
done, and you can read my

see by the look on mother’s
;Z tflarc;e ’:tl:a :}f?jl = gif:f.?,'i‘.’, :\?’mily on porch of farmhouse. gi’;t:;‘:'s ih;
like it. My mother Photo courtesy of the Baccaglio Family. no. They
was exasperated would also

with me as she didn’t look any hap-
pier. I didn't even have time to change
my shoes. To make matters worse, my
brother Joe was away at the neighbor’s
as usual and didn’t get in the picture.

ask for matches and we children
thought sure they wanted them to
burn down houses. We would always
be relieved when they broke up camp
and left Novato.

Talking about matches, ours were
called sulphur matches and always
came in blocks. Thatis, the blocks
were cut into a bunch of liftle sticks
kept together because the blocks were
not cut through at the bottom. The top
of the split block of matches was
dipped or painted with a sulphur
solution. You would break off one of
these little sticks and strike them on
something and they would light, but
also they would leave a fluorescent-
like line on the material on which they
were scratched.

Our Play Houses

When Uncle Antone died, his little
cabin wasn’t used for anything for
several years, except maybe a sack of
grain for the chickens which were kept
in a pen next to the cabin, and a lot of
dirt and dust, etc. This was called “ca
nova” (new house).

When the Clark girls moved next
door we cleaned it from top to bottom
inside and had it as a play house.
Believe we had a sewing club also.
Later when our folks got a separator,
that became the separator room (after
we had it all cleaned up). Then with
our parents’ permission, we moved to
the “ca vegga” (old house) next to the
tank, as long as we did not bother the
potato bin along one end of it or the
table on which papa had laid out his
big tobacco leaves for drying.

We put on “plays”. I remember one
play just consisted of some of us
parading around, one representing a
Red Cross nurse, made with sheets
with a red cross on the head drape,
and one a Hawaiian girl that did the
hula. The reed skirt was made by
sewing tules on a pair of underpants
and the top was made of grapevines
and leaves, with a grapevine wreath
for the head—very authentic. The
piece d'resistance was the snake
dancer. We had found a big old
gopher snake someone killed which
we wrapped around the dancer’s neck

Continued to page F5, see Forebears
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and body. We charged 5c to come to
the show. We asked the big boys
who were visiting our brothers but
all I can remember who came was
Julius Petersen. We always liked
him.Think we gave that plan up as a
money maker.

Bicycles

Only the boys had bicycles and
those were ones they put together
from scrounged pieces of old bikes.
They always had some scheme
where you could sell a lot of some-
thing or other and win a new bike,
but none of the schemes ever worked
out. I got orders not to touch the

bikes when the boys weren’t around.
But I was determined to learn how to
ride a bike and every chance I got to
ride one when the boys were around,
I did. I'd start from the end of the
porch and before long I was able to
ride.

Movie Shows

Once a week someone put on some
of William S. Hart’s westerns at
Lous-taunau’s Hall. Chairs were set
up and a noisy projector at the end of
the room churned out the pictures.
We thought they were great and well
worth the price. Later on when the
Community House was built, there
was a projection room upstairs
where movies were shown to a full
house once a week.

Town Dances

Saturday night dances were lots of
fun, especially the tags. Iloved to
dance and would dance all night and
was never tired until I got home and
then everything ached. But the next
time there was a dance, we’'d do it all
over again. Thank goodness for
brothers who would take you.

Epilogue

All these old memories I hope will
be interesting... Things have changed
so much from my childhood, it is
amazing. However our hardship, we
always had something to do. We
didn’t have time to wonder who we
were and why, we just wanted to be
something worthwhile and self
supporting when we grew older and
wiser. %

SMITH & SJ OBLOM
! ( III»VR()'\’ SE RVI("I QTl\TION

 § ' NOVATO — CALIF‘ORNTA

‘”‘%.

- .,I!Dr O'Rourke isvas graauat
EhonotsHaressdladiontBohanl. an

Sdups)

COMPLETE LUBRICATION ~

LT US WASH AND \'\.'Al\ YOUR CAR

s Our Molto
Fl . We Piek [:'p and Deliver

Phone J

=Serviee

.man" aay'lhmarles ‘wanted 3
fhull ‘call to. care-for a8 his 4-H'
project “and" 80 when. he 'visited
“Jack ‘Shorts in Sdcramento Jaat .
Ivcek _he;;{brought back "Bus-
er, '

,;"‘ v"

from _their -old home .in ‘Blazk ;¢
Point. to- the:r -new " (to them)
home " on - ‘Atherton - Avenue,
lacross- from . Galli's -swimming

’rh
e Walter Halea have moved ’ of the .four: Paladini brother

served a- rotatmg‘mtemship-q
the ‘Alameda County: Hospit!
in'Oakland, and a rotating:res
dency’ as residency physician. |
the Sonoma ‘County Hospxtal

V"—"'—"'""—

ano Paladmr the: first’ bor

is remodeling his home ‘on-Ce
ter Lane.. Primo .is_famous fi

his ‘lkl“ in pruning grape “vin

mhad fa

4 bannm-

All advertisements and editorial from Winter
1950 issues of the Novato Advance in The

Novato History Museum collection




F6 Fhe Novato Historian

March 2000

O‘Ve'rni-ght.
train service X
to Eureka

® loungo for Pullman passengers
® Braal_dns! & “snack” service
® Improved coach accommodations

Our ovarnight train service is time-saving and a

_plessant comfortable way to go to Eureka. Pullman

nccommodations include lower and upper berths, com-

partments and drawing room. Attendant in Pullman
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The Redwood Empire Route

All advertisements and editorial from Winter 1950
issues of the Novato Advance in The Novato

History Museum collection.
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All advertisements and editorial from Winter 1950
issues of the Novato Advance in The Novato
History Museum collection.
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New Wonder-Drug for Mastitis

AUREOMYCIN /2
OINTMENT

“ Lederle
FOR UDDER INFUSION

Effective against all organisms acted on by Penicillin

plus many other groups. A _si infusion clears strep-
tococcic and staphylococgfT infections in a high percent-
age of cascs. Prompt tefcatment brings prompt results.
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50 Years Ago

continued from page F12

use was convincing evidence that
prompt attention was required.

The third case of polio for 1950 was
reported in Marin County in the
January 27 issue of the Novato Advance.
The victim was an 11 year old girl first
thought to have mumps. Seventeen
cases of polio had been reported in
Marin County in 1949.

Primo Paladini, the first born of the
four Paladini brothers, was remodeling
his home on Center Road opposite
Rica Vista. Primo was famous for his
skill in pruning grape vines and fruit
trees.

Rich Caudill spent a day on a Navy
cruiser as a guest of a naval reserve
member. They cruised around the
Farallone Islands.

There were 597 deer taken in Marin
County during the 1949 season.
(Current day hunters take note!)

Jean Johnson was appointed chairman
of the annual 4-H Club food drive
held in March.

Walter “Bob” Simonds arrived home
from Japan on February 26 after a stint
as a U.S. Army draftee. (Waltwas a
member of the Novato Historical Guild
for many years, serving as a board mem-
ber prior to his death in July 1997.)

Dr. Sidney Kerston, dentist, opened
his office in the Pini Building in
March, occupying an office vacated
by the Perachiotti Realty Co.

Eddie Groff, son of Mrs. Ted
Johnson, was taken to San Rafael
General Hospital on February 8 for an
emergency appendectomy.

The subscription rate for the weekly
Novato Advance newspaper was $2.50
a year!

According to the Novato Bank
chart, as of February 9, rainfall in
Novato was 17.20 inches, almost
double the previous year.

The Novato School Board signed an
option to buy 13 acres on Olive
Avenue, which subsequently became
Olive School.

Novato had 17 students on the
honor roll of San Rafael High School.
They were Wanda Harper, Shirley
Mayo, Frosty Wright, Eva Cazzaniga,
Karen Stroeh, Yvonne D’ Ambrogio,
Neva Holmes, Dallyce Ruhlman,
Arthur James, Walter Rathaus,
Charles Lautrup, Robert Mayo,
Barbara Ann Simmons, Marilyn
Thum, Ann Sjoblom, Margaret Clark
and Barbara Stoner.

Nine Marin County boys and girls,
all members of the Novato 4-H Club,
entered livestock in the 1950 Grand
National Junior Livestock Exposition
and Arena Show at the Cow Palace in
San Francisco. Virginia Orr was the
first entry in the show for the second
successive year with 3 Guernsey dairy
cattle and 2 Duroc hogs. Jim McNurn
entered the show with 1 Guernsey
female. |

The Novato Squadron, Civil Air
Patrol, moved to new quarters in
Building T-800 at Hamilton Air Force
Base.

In the March 10 issue of the Ad-
vance, Henry Hobbs said “Black Point
now has one STOP sign which the
writer believes should be removed. “
He went on to say “With the division
of the main current of traffic by
construction of the new highway,
there remains insufficient traffic on
the old highway to justify a stop at
that point.” The stop sign in question
was located at the junction of old
Highway 37 and the road leading to

Grandview Avenue right at the
railroad station building.

Clarice McAbee and William
Mazzoleni were married in a civil
ceremony in Reno on March 2. Their
friends, Mr. And Mrs. Tony Pimentel
of Penngrove accompanied them and
acted as best man and matron of
honor.

The Rev. Peter Farmer of St. Francis
Episcopal Mission of Novato was
ordained to the priesthood by the Rt.
Rev. Karl Morgan Block, Bishop of the
Diocese, in St. Paul’s Episcopal church
in San Rafael.

E.R. Lang of Black Point, Stephen
Bruff and Tom Hardcastle of Novato
filed as candidates for the two vacan-
cies on the Novato School Board.
William K. Mayo and Charles Rowe,
whose terms had expired, stated they
would not seek reelection. -

Novato—50 Years Ago is a collection of
remembrances culled by Bill Almeida
from the January-March 1950 issues of
the Novato Advance newspaper in the
collection of the Novato History Museurm.
We hope you enjoy seeing the names and
happenings of Novato in the “good old
days” of 50 years ago! <

WANTED
Hamilton Stories

We’d like to publish first person stories
of life at Hamilton Field/Hamilton AFB
- both in war time or afterward. Please
call editor Lin Hines, at 415/897-0170.

| PUBLISHED" mmr vmbn

‘H:ntarsd “an ucond-c!us matter .\n

; umber 18, 1928, &t the DOlleﬂl‘t

i 1 iy Novato,. Caurnrnlu. under the
Acl. of March .8,::1879, -

Jack Sparrow Owner—Pubhbher
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Johnny D’ Ambrogio, son of Mr. And
Mrs. Arthur D’ Ambrogio, was rushed
to Petaluma General Hospital on
January 17 for an emergency appen-

Work was started on January 3 on
the new Marin Dairymen’s Feed Mill
at the “northern boundary line of
Novato city limits on Highway 101”.
Contractor Jack Shields reported that
the building would be 60 feet wide
and 201 feet long. It was expected that
the mill would employ 12 to 14 men.
(This is the building that is now Toby’s
Feed Barn with Dairymen’s Milling in
the rear at 7546 Redwood Blvd.)

The Novato Board of Fire Commis-
sioners issued a statement asking local
residents to be calm and provide a full
description of a fire location. Due to
excitement on the part of some callers,
the operator was having a difficult

ime directing fire personnel to the
correct locations of fires.

The U.S. Civil Service Commission
announced an examination for proba-
tional appointment as Clerk and
Carrier in the Hamilton AFB Post
Office. The basic rate of pay was $1.29
an hour. Applicants had to reside
within a five mile radius of Hamilton.

On January 2, the Community
House was the scene of a large family
reunion and dinner party for the P.A.
Johnson family. It was the first re-
union of the Johnson family since 1918
and about 55 relatives were present,

including a
number from
out of state.

A daughter
was born on
January 3 to
Joe and Marie Salmina. The baby
(over 8 Ibs.) was born at Petaluma
General hospital and five year old
brother Eddie was awaiting her arrival
home. ‘

On January 9, Tom Keena Jr. (7 1bs. 4
0z.) was born to Tom and Alice Keena.
The new arrival had 3 sisters at home:
Sheila, Patricia and Kathleen.

The grocery part of Hale’s Market
was sold to George Warden and Victor
Regalia of San Rafael. Harry Hale was
to retain his interest in the meat
market. A new lease was effected with
A.W. Bowman for the building hous-
ing the store at the northwest corner of
Grant and Machin Avenues (today’s
Sentimental Journey Antiques.)

Mrs. W.J.J. Smith urged everyone to
look through their closets and store
rooms for old clothing to be sent
overseas. The clothing drive, con-
ducted by the Marin branch of the
A.A.UW. was for the American
Friends Service Committee.

dectomy.

Novato School Superintendent
William J.J. Smith stressed a need for
more new school rooms. Further
growth could reasonably be expected
because of (1) enough land for large
subdivisions and individual home
building, (2) close proximity to San
Francisco to attract commuters and (3)
recent completion of water and sanita-
tion facilities assuring the area of
adequate sewage disposal and ample
water supply.

The Freshman class at San Rafael
High School sponsored a formal
dance. Jackie Young, Grace Lundblad,
Bunny Bruns, Charles Lautrup, Don
Jacks and Dave Milano went together
and made King Cotton Drive-In a late
night stop. King Cotton was located
alongside Highway 101 in San Rafael
near Bermuda Palms and was a very
popular spot for the high school
crowd.

In his column “Black Point Items” in
the Novato Advance, Henry Hobbs
expressed concern that a dangerous
situation existed at the intersection of
the relocated Highway 37 and Crest
Drive. One accident and 2 “narrow
escapes” in less than the first month'’s

continued on page F11, see 50 Years

GOOD GRIEF, JOuNNY
— MORE DISHESI?

Comic strip and old advertisements from Novato Advance newspapers, Winter, 1950




